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DEMAREST

SCHOOL
TAX LEVY
High school district
reports low increase

BY TOM CLANCEY
OF NORTHERN VALLEY PRESS

Northern Valley Regional
High School District is proposing a
1.6 percent tax levy increase, one
of the lowest percentage increases
in district history. It was made pos-
sible, in part, by an infusion of
state aid funding.

Assistant Superintendent for
Business Raymond Jacobus said
on Feb. 28 that the board of educa-
tion and administration worked
hard to fashion a budget that stayed
at New Jersey s̓ new 2 percent tax
levy cap while maintaining current
staffing levels and educational pro-
grams.

With the recent announcement
that Northern Valley Regional
would receive $469,183 of state aid
in the proposed state budget, the

Nursery school kids at Kaplen
JCC on the Palisades recently
got a “taste” of summer camp.

See page 24

S’more,
please!

Sen. Gerald Cardinale offered his 
insight when he spoke in Norwood.

See page 10

STATE ISSUES
Take a glimpse at how teens in the
Victorian era would spend spring days.

See page 4

B ck in time...B ck in time...

Alpine • Closter • Cresskill • Demarest • Harrington Park • Haworth • Northvale • Norwood • Old Tappan • Rockleigh • Tenafly

QUALITY EMERGENCY CARE IN YOUR OWN BACKYARD

24-HOUR EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT    SHORT WAIT TIMES
TOP 1% IN THE NATION FOR ED PATIENT SATISFACTION    201-880-2760

HUMC NORTH AT PASCACK VALLEY

PRAYERS FOR ZEHR

BY LISA DAWSON
CORRESPONDENT 

Closter native John Zehr, who lives and
works in Connecticut,  was driving home from

a football game at the Meadowlands on Sept.
15, 2010 when his whole life changed in just
a few seconds.  Suffering from a stroke, Zehrʼs
car drifted into oncoming traffic at approxi-

mately 2 a.m. and collided with an SUV on I-
84 near West Hartford. Fortunately, the other
driver was not injured, but Zehr suffered seri-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

A fund-raising benefit to be held on March 19 in Closter will help support borough native John Zehr, who suffered an unexplained stroke at a
young age. Here he’s shown with wife Celeste and his children, from left, Catherine, Elizabeth and John.

PRAYERS FOR ZEHRPRAYERS FOR ZEHR
Fund-raiser will benefit Closter native

PHOTO COURTESY ZEHR FAMILY

CLOSTER
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ous brain injuries and was in a
coma for several weeks.

“John was supposed to stay in
NYC the night of the accident,”

explains his older sister, Lisa Pot-
terton, who lives in Closter, “but
he wanted to be home to see his
little girlʼs first day of pre-school.”

Zehr, who is married with
three young children, moved to

Connecticut in 2003 when he took
a job with ESPN as their senior
vice president and general manag-
er of ESPN Mobile. For Zehrʼs
family, the accident has been heart
wrenching and has left a lot of
unanswered questions.  

“John was a perfectly healthy
person. He had no prior illness and
thereʼs no history of strokes in our
family,” said Lisa.

While still relatively uncom-
mon, roughly 10 percent of all
strokes occur in people under 45
years of age.  Last May, Vice Pres-
ident Joe Bidenʼs 41-year-old son,
Beau, suffered a stroke after hav-
ing no prior history of illness.
Biden checked himself into a
Delaware hospital complaining of
a severe headache; he ultimately
made a full recovery. 

Headaches are only one of
many stroke symptoms; others can
include sudden confusion, dizzi-
ness and trouble speaking or see-
ing. Doctors say often when a per-
son in their 40s suffers from a
stroke, the cause is unknown.
Strokes at a young age can be
caused by heart defects or tears in
the arteries which carry blood sup-
ply from the heart to the brain.

Zehrʼs recovery has been a
difficult and slow process. Zehr
has been out of his coma since
mid-November, but is still unable
to speak or walk. Currently at a
rehabilitation facility outside Bos-
ton, his doctors say his recovery is
promising, but, much to the fami-
lyʼs dismay, insurance coverage
for the facility ended in February.

“The cost for this facility is
very high - thousands of dollars a
month - and his wife needs help,”
says Lisa Zehr. “He just recently
was able to sit up and eat soft
foods. We know heʼs making
progress, but he needs to stay
there. The insurance company
wants to move him to a nursing
home. How can a 43-year-old man
go to a nursing home? Thatʼs not
the place for him.”

Lisa Potterton is actively par-
ticipating in her brotherʼs recovery
process. Every week since Octo-
ber, Potterton makes a four-and-a-
half-hour trip to Boston by bus, to
see John. Johnʼs wife, Celeste,
stays with him in Boston while her
mother cares for their three chil-
dren, John (8), Elizabeth (5) and
Catherine (3) in Connecticut. Pot-
tertonʼs trips to Boston each week

give Celeste a chance to be with
her children.

Potterton and her two sisters,
Jeanine and Sharlene, have
decided to hold a fund-raising
benefit for their brother John and
his family on Saturday, March 19
from 3-10 p.m. at the Closter
Elks on Railroad Ave. in Closter.

The benefit, called “Prayers
for Zehr,” is to help offset the
mounting medical costs for
Johnʼs care. Tickets are $30 and
include food and entertainment
by The Willies, Buffalo Stance
and Johnny Youth and the Ver-
dict. They will also be having a
raffle and 50/50.

Tickets can be purchased
directly from the Pottertons or at
the Nu Moda Hair Salon in
downtown Closter in advance or
purchased at the door. Make
donation checks payable to: Zehr
Family Irrevocable Trust, P.O.
Box 184, Closter, NJ 07624.  

For more information, or for
anyone interested in donating a
raffle item, contact Lisa Potterton
at (201) 747-9271 or e-mail her
at Zehr@aol.com.

Zehr: Fund-raiser will benefit Closter native

Carpet • Wood • Laminate • Tile
Residential  • Commercial 

Contract • Re-Finishing

FREE SHOP AT HOME SERVICE!FREE SHOP AT HOME SERVICE!
Choose From Hundred’s Of Name Brands!

Thousands Of Yards Of Carpet 
In Stock For Immediate Installation!

252 LIVINGSTON STREET • NORTHVALE • 201-297-7900
LOWEST PRICES GUARANTEED & GREAT SERVICE

HARRINGTON PARK

Lions Club to award two scholarships
The Lions Club of Harring-

ton Park will award two scholar-
ships of $2,000 each to senior
high school students who reside
in Harrington Park. 

These awards have been

funded by the generous donations
from Harrington Park residents.
Scholarship recipients will be
selected on the basis of scholastic
achievement, service and leader-
ship to the school, community

service and financial need. 
Applications are available

from the guidance department
office at Northern Valley High
School at Old Tappan by contact-
ing Mrs. McCaffery or at the
Harrington Park Public Library.
All applications must be returned
by Friday,  April 29.

Let us help promote your club or organization. 
Send all news to northernvalleypress@thepressgroup.net

LET US GIVE YOU THE SMILE
YOU’VE ALWAYS WANTED

Do you have worn, discolored or chipped teeth?
Do you want your teeth to look beautiful, feel good and last a lifetime?

Personal, Advanced, Artistic Dentistry with Care and Concern
No-Pressure Evaluations, Recommendation You Can Understand, Comfortable Financing Options,

We Are Glad To Accept Your Credit Card and File Your Insurance For You

New Patients Are Always Welcome!

A Personal Message
Maybe youʼre embarrassed

about your teeth. Maybe you
think your teeth are so bad that
having a smile you really like
canʼt happen for you.

Or maybe youʼre just
looking for a dental office that
you feel good about.

Please come see me. We
have helped many people who
felt just like you and they
found new hope with us.

Just because you havenʼt
succeeded yet doesnʼt mean
that you canʼt.

Call me. I can help.
- Dr. Kenneth Sloane

Beautiful and Functional 
Dentistry For The Warm 
Welcoming Smile You’ve 

Always Wanted
• Porcelain Veneers For Stained
Or Crooked Teeth

• Bonding • Tooth Whitening
• Natural Looking, Durable
Porcelain Crowns

• No-Metal Restorations - Fillings That
Match Your Natural Teeth

Patient Comfort and Education
• Air Abrasion
(No Shot, No Drill) Dentistry

• Caesy Patient Education System
• Camera Imaging - See For Yourself
• Total Communication
• Personal Care - We Take Our Time 
With You

Periodontal Care
• Advanced Ultrasonics
• No Surgery Gum Health
In Most Cases

• Effective, Preventive Maintenance

Kenneth Sloane, D.D.S.
500 Piermont Rd., Suite 201

Closter, NJ 07624

Come Talk With Us
201-768-4242

KenSloaneDDS@optonline.net
www.KennethSloaneDDS.com137-B PARIS AVE., NORTHVALE, NJ

201.767.0097
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FULL SERVICE SALON
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HAIR NOW!

BOOK 
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HAIR NOW!

BOB GREENBERG TERM LIFE • HEALTH • MEDICARE

INSURANCEINSURANCE
201.664.8649   •   FREE QUOTES201.664.8649   •   FREE QUOTES
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